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copy OF A LETTER SENT TO THE KING, — 
WINDSOR CASTLE. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, March 30, 1825. 
A Cunistian, of the name of George Hale, is making him- 
self conspicuous, in the endeavour to enforce a practice con- 
sonant with the more rigid and more moral professional or 
theoretical part of Christianity. He has been, lately, im- 
prisoned at Maidstone, aud liberated without trial, for circu- 
lating tracts amoug the soldiers at Woolwich, shewing that 
Christianity does not sanction war. On Sunday, the 2Uth 
lnstant, he placed himself in a pew near the pulpit of St. 
_ Clement Danes’ Church, in the Strand, London, and, when 
tbe Minister came to that part of the Litany which prayed 
for ‘our most religious and most gracious king,’ he rose 
and denounced that standing description of our kings, as an 
abominable falsehood. His denunciation was as ridiculous: 
__ wsthe description denounced; for, the words religious and 
Be seine nothing ia character, aud may be tacked on 
ycharacter, It is the empty verbiage of flattery, and 
gather disgraces than elevates the persou to whom it is ap- 


There is a moral to be gleaned from this fanaticism in the 

é of George Hale, as it brings forward another proof, 

that religion ts vice. This man is 2 well disposed man. He 
reads the book called the New Testament and receives no 
impressions but from its best precepts. These, he calls 
Christianity : and to these he would reduce every system 
and aetion of man. .He does not, like myself, view re- 
ligion, in. whole, as a great moral and political error; but, 
being religious himself, he would bring all mankind to his (the 
nett) religion. Lu:pursuit of this object, be finds laws tbat are 
Pre xvas with: bis notions of Christianity, and taking 
Gospel as his higher law, he violates all that he finds in 
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opposition to it, and claims the right so to violate them with 
impunity. . Neither does he distinguish between morality 
aod religion; but erroneously gives the name of religion to 
whatever he considers good. I should never think of going 
into Dr.*Gurney’s Church, to disturb bis proceedings: 
whilst, I feel the right to call bim, or any otber person, forth 
to discussion, through the silent arena of the press: and here 
I would repeat what George Hale said, that Dr. Gurney, 
and every other priest, is made, by religion and its iustitu- 
tions, the vehicle of atrocious falsehoods ; though | have no 
objection to your being called a religious and gracious king, 
Every man is alike religious, who supports religious institu- 
tions. Anda man must be gracious, who has nothing to do 
but to grant favours at the expence of others. 

The case of George Hale, and the whole history of reli- 
gion, shews, that it is incessantly clashing with good order 
and wholesome law. The No. of The Republican which 
accompanies this letter will shew you the situation and pre- 
varication of Mr. Justice Bailey, at Lancaster, in the case 
of Henry Lees. There you will see, how wholesome law, 
how justice and good order were sacrificed to religion. The 
Priests, their supporters, and the priest-ridden, have long 
cried, that religion is the parent of good order in society ; 
but, so far from this being a fact, the close observer can see, 
that religion is not qualified to produce any kind of order 
but disorder. Order is the result of good laws, well under- 
stood, and acted upon with moral feelings. This is a matter 
wholly distinct from religion, which, as in the case of George 
Hale, of Henry Lees, and of others, of daily occurrence, § 
incessantly generating disorder and hostility to law. 

I am, Sir, your prisoner, 


RICHARD CARLILE. 





Note.—George Hale was indicted at the Westminster Ses- 
sious on thursday the 3lst March and found guilty of dis- 
turbing the cougregation of St. Clement Danes. He began 
to defend himself on the ground of the notorious falsehoods 
which the Litany contains, but was not allowed to proceed 
in this defence by the Chairman. The Jury said Guilty, 
and he was fined £20. By no means would [ justify bis 
conduct in disturbing any congregation assembled for such a 
a The proper place to discuss the contents of the 

itany is through the press, now we have a comparatively 
free press. In the course of the trial, he fully admitted the 
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words charged as having been spoken, and asked Dr. Gur- 
ney, the Rector, if be had not said, that the King was the 
greatest adulterer in the nation. The King, and every 
King, is @ licensed adulterer; some of the Aristocrats feel 
honoured in being cuckolded by him; but this by no means 
detracts from his character of being a most religious and 
most gracious King. King David was the King of Adul- 
terers; but still he was the man after God’s own heart, that 


is, the heart of the Priest. 
R. C. 








cOPY OF A LETTER SENT TO THE ARCH- 
BISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 





Dorchester Gaol, April 1, 1825. 
May IT PLEASE YouR GRACE, 

On the 6th February, | forwarded to your Grace, a petition 
for presentation to the House of Lords, which I hope your 
Grace has received. Family circumstances bave occurred 
to keep your Grace from the House for a time, and | have 
wailed patiently, until-the papers announce the attendance 
of your Grace to public business, again to request, that your 
Grace will be pleased to present my petition. Witb me, it 
isnot a piece of frivolity. 1 deem it as important a petition 
as was ever offered to the legislature, and one which cannot 
be resisted. It isa question of fact, in which an im- 
mense taxation is involved, and, in my judgment, a question 
which deeply concerns the happiness of mankind. I have 
made my request to your Grace to present this petition as a 
matter of candour, and not as a matter of annoyance ; but 
your Grace shrink from my request, J shall be obliged 
to have it returned, as I shall press it upon the attention of 
every member of each House of Parliament, until | succeed 
1D its peniations I beg your Grace to remember, that I 
have en Dear six years a prisoner for advocating a point 
im physics which | verily believe to be founded in truth, and 
ifit is not founded in truth, all I desire is, to have it fuirly 

sew and f will gladiy renounce it as erroneous. 


Iam your Grace’s humble Servant. 
RICHARD CARLILE. 








420 WHE REPUBLICAN. 


RELIGION IS VICE. 





Tat religion is vice, I take the first two of the following 
proofs from Dr. Stoddart’s Paper of April 2nd. The tnirg 
is inserted as a lesson for Mr. Cobbett, as one of those eyj!s 
connected with the religious houses of the Roman Catholics 
which he has ceased to see. 

If it could be proved, that a man or woman had cuta 
throat, or taken poison, in consequence of reading Carlile’s 
Publications, what a clamour should we hear. ‘Two or three 
such cases would obtaim an Act of Parliament to prevent 
Carlile from publishing any more books, or be set forth asa 
sufficient justification for a censorship on the press. But 
though we read of hundreds of persons destroying them- 
selves annually, through despair brought on by the vice of 
religion, it passes as a matter of course, and is no more 
thought of than infanticide in China. So strange a thing is 
man and his customs. 

As for Mr. Cobbett, he is working against the grain of 
human temper. Never will he see his deplored religious 
houses again. He may make money by tickling the vanity 
of the Catholics; but, were he honest in bis advocacy of the 
interest of that sect, he could not add a hundred to its num- 
bers, were he to write for them as many months. 


FATAL EFFECTS OF RELIGIOUS 
MELANCHOLY. 


On Thursday evening an inquest was held at the Guy Earl 
of Warwick Tavern, Warwick-lane, Newgate street, before 
T. Shelton, Esq., Coroner for the City of London, on the bo- 
dy of Mrs. Martha Halls, aged 60, the widow of a gentle- 
man of that name, lately residing in Charles-street, Portman- 
square, Mr. W. Halls, son of the deceased, deposed, that 
he holds a situation in Bartholomew Hospital. The de- 
ceased was 60 years of age, and since the death of bis father 
she had betrayed strong symptoms of insanity, which he at- 
tributed to the deceased baving become acquainted with a 
lady of the Methodist persuasion. She would frequently 
express her fears that she should never enter Heaven. She 
at length became so alarmed that she could not remain 1D the 
house with the servants, but preferred removing from her 
own residence to that of a friend in Warwick-lane. While 
there she would frequently bave the place searched, persist 
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ing that officers were concealed in the house for the purpose 
of apprehending ber. On Tuesday night, about eight 
o'clock, during the absence of the servants, she embraced the 
opportunity to commit the horrid deed, which formed tbe 
subject of the inquiry. On the return of the servant she 
found her mistress prostrate on the floor, weltering in her 
blood, with her throat cut in a dreadful manner, and a large . 
carving knife, with which she perpetrated the act, lay by 
her side covered with blood. She was not dead, and Mr. 
Halls (the witness) was immediately sent for. On bis arri- 
val he discovered his unfortunate mother, who begged of 
him ** to forgive her”-for the rash act she had committed, 
and expressed a hope that the whole of her family would 
ity her for having done it; she died soon after his arrival. 

be deceased had no cause whatever to be frightened of 
officers. ° He had no doubt but she was insane at the mo- 
ment she committed the act.—The Jury had no doubt upon 
this point, and after a moment’s deliberation, returned a ver- 
dict—“ That she committed the act, being at the time in a 
state of insanity.” 





An inquiry took place on Thursday at Union-hall, before 
Mr. Allen, touching the death of Amelia Clay, who poison- 
ed herselt on Tuesday evening last. From the evidence of 
Mrs. Oliver, of the New Kent road, with whom the de- 
ceased lived in the capacity of servant, it appeared that be- 
tween three and four years ago, the deceased became a mem- 
ber ofa sect of dissenters, since which period a visible alte- 
raion had taken place in her general conduct. Previously 
lo her joining this sect, she possessed a fine flow of spirits, 
but afterwards she neglected ber busiuess, became quite me-, 
lancholy, and was observed moping about the house with 
“ber @ tract or some religious book in her hands. She 
was also continually impressing upon the minds of her 
2 the necessity of abandoning all worldly thoughts and 
thes’ and to such a pitch had this feeling of religious en- 
eee worked on ber mind, that she was frequently beard 

uller words to this effect—* that all persons who did not 
attend to her advice would surely go to hell.” Four or five 

¥8§ previous to her having taken tbe poison, she appeared 
cet €vea more melancholy than usual, and expressed the 
m terrible forebodings. On Tuesday vight, as Mrs. Oli- 

Was sitting in the parlour, she heard a noise in the kit- 

By aud on proceeding there she saw the deceased, who 
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was extremely ill. Upon asking her what was the matter 
with ber, after considerable hesitation she at length said, that 
her mind was in such a dreadful state, that she had taken 
two spoonfuls of arsenic. A surgeon was immediately sent 
for, who administered medicine without effect, for it a ppear- 
ed that the unfortunate girl had taken the poison upwards 
of av hour before ber mistress had discovered it. She lip- 
gered in extreme agony until the following morning, and then 
died. From the testimony of another witness it appeared 
that the disceased’s mind was evidently affected in conse- 
quence of giving herself.up entirely to the perusal of religi- 
ous tracts, and other works of a similar vature. The sur- 
geon who attended the deceased being unable to attend the 
inquest, the inquiry was postponed until to morrow. The 
deceased who was only nineteen years of age, was to have 
been married in a few days. 





Effects of Superstitious Observances. 


| HAVE been grieved since | came back from Melliphilla by 
the state of a beautiful and amiable girl, which has arisen 
from a misunderstood spirit of devotion. Before | went 
away she was gay aod cheerful, the delight of ber father’s 
house. Her music and her poetry, and her reading alond 
while others worked, formed the charm of her home. But 
her mother, though a clever woman, isa bigot; and Marias 
mind, of a high and lofty nature, is peculiarly susceptible of 
religious impressions Under these, the tender-conscienced 
girl, to punish herself for an attachment not favoured by her 
house, which she still felt, though at her parent’s bidding she 
had given up its object, resolved to go for ten days to a Casa 
de Exercisio. There, under the guidance of an old priest, 
the young creatures who retire thus, are kept praying night 
and day, with so little food and sleep that their bodies and 
minds alike become weakened. All the intervals between 
the masses, which are of the most lugubrious chants, are 
passed in silence; no voice is heard above a whisper, and 
the light of heaven is scarcely admitted. A young married 
woman, who went in with Maria, came out even gayer thao 
she entered; dotbtless her heart had rested on her husband 
and their home. But what was to occupy the thoughts and 
affections of the girl whose best feelings were to be crushed : 
Could she harbour there a “ wish but death, a passion but 
despair?” and she bas returned as it were to earth,—on i 
but uot of it. The sight of friends throws her into Sts 0 
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pysterical weeping; and, only prostrate before the altar, and 
repeating the masses of her house of wo, does she seem 
soothed or calmed. Such are the effects of the house of ex- 
ercise. 1 might have thought that my young friend’s pecu- 
liar disposition alone had caused this; but J know a youth 
who was, { a told, once all that parents could wish,—ac- 
complished and enlightened, and possessed of honour and 
spirit, He is now little better than a drivelling idiot. He 
went into a house of exercise a man,—he came out of it 
what be is. Ob! if | had power or influence here, [ would 
put'down these mischievous establishments. Even when 
they do not cause, as in this instance, a derangement of the 
intellect, they are nurseries of bigotry and fanaticism. To 
have been in one is a source of vanity, to conform to the sen- 
iments inculcated there a point of conscience; and as 2 zs 
easier fo be a bigot than a virtuous man, great laxity of con- 
duct is permitted, so the spiritis bent to maintain the church, 
and to persecute, or at least keep down, those who are not 
of it. 

Mrs. Graham’s Journal of a residence in Chili. 








REFLECTIONS ON HORSEBACK. 
BY REGULATOR. 
No. 3. 





As it is quite evident, that government only employs reli- 
sion as a State machine, it is also self-evident, that the go- 
Yerament should use that_sort of religion that keeps the peo- 
plein most subjection. ‘The churches, ifnot com paratively, 
deserted, on an average are very thinly attended, and shows 
that the present doctrine of chicanery, as by law established, 
has lost that influence over the minds of the people the gover- 
hors intended, For the established clergy to preach to empty 
Sealsisofno use. The law is paying without its receiving 
aby COrresponding support. It is folly to allow it. The 
Sed sament should see that the nonsense that used to lead 
@ over-awe the people into obedience, has become so ap- 
rere 88 to be very generally disregarded ; and as the trash 
ere thed is disregarded, it is the policy, of the present 
ts to consider what other fodlisbness the people are 


: 
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rupning after, and whatever is the preponderating mania, it 
is policy for the ministers to adopt. If ministers bad un- 
derstood their trade well, they should have made Arch. 
bishops of Wesley, Whitfield, Jobanna Southcote, and Bro- 
thers. ‘I give this hint gratuitously to ministers, and I can 
assure them that I have no partiality, to any sort of religion 
but cousider all equally ridiculous. J take ministers upon 
their own ground, and am uow only attempting to show, 
that they act falsely upon their own principle; they pursue 
bad policy in supporting the national church on all occa- 
sions. 

There are many bodies of dissenters morally more power- 
ful than the tithe-eaters, and it is always folly , & waste of 
power, inexcusable prodigality to use the sword for the 
perpose of supporting religion. If they would make 

ishops of the leaders of popular sects, I am quite sure much 
money could be saved and the people quite as well deluded 
and over-awed. I hope the Kings ministers read the Repub- 
lican, and will see this economical scheme; for it well de- 
serves their attention. The ministers must have an eye to 
patronage, or they never could so scandalously lavish the 
public money as they do- in over-awing the people by the 
sword and the sceptre. I want the ministers to see that the 
church is becoming unfashionable, all things are liable to 
change, and it is time that the state religion should be 
changed for one more rational. 





REFLECTIONS ON HORSEBACK. 
No. 4. 





An Atheist cun only make a good king. It is the Atheist 
that is freed trom those narrow minded, dirty, sectarian views 
that prevail over other men and give rise to religious perse- 
caution. <A Bigot is always av indifferent peighbour, and a 
bad friend. He is attached to none but such as have adopt- 
ed his own little views; and whenever a bigot has official 
iu fluence, he exercises it to the prejudice of those over whom 
he has power In proportion to the influence of the bigot, 
so 1D proportion is the harm that results from his power. A 
bigot is always biassed by the worst prejudices, be can never 


judge with the required partiality. He will always protect 
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one party in favour and the other in disgrace, end notwith- 
standing any profession of impartiality, be cannot possi- 
bly divest himself of partiality. The bigoted king will al-_ 
ways have a favourite leaning to some party in the state. 
He will always encourage one and discourage another. He 
willelevate those that have adopted his follies, whether the 
party may be sincere or interested, and depress such as op- 

se or disapprove his whims, although they may be juster 
and more philosophic. A bigoted king is always the crea- 
ture of passion and not of reason, of folly and not of 
wisdom. 

Ifa king is not an atheist, he must be always misled by 
the fools that advise him. His reign will be subject to all 
the follies and sectarian caprice of those that surround bim: 
and as the volatile mania of religion will continually give 
origin to new sects, he will be pluiged into acts of persecu- 
tion; his bands will be imbued in blood under the erroneous 
idea of his doing a service to bis god, and instead of being 
the father and protector of the people, he unconsciously be- 
comes a scourge and a monster. The reign of a bigot is 
worse than anarchy ; for, whilst the latter reigns, there ex- 
4 bope that reason will prepouderate over vice and pre- 
judice. 

For a king to be an Atheist, it is proved that he isa man 
of capacious mind, philosophically constructed. At one ex- 
panse, he sees all the begiuning, object and end of secta- 
rianism. He knows that all religious dogmas professed 
arise from fraud delusion and ignorance. He knows that 
one is as true as another. He knows, that all religion 
arises from the phantoms of the brain or Sordid iate- 
rest. The Atheist sees, that all religious have uo origin but 
in the imagination. He will take care that the dreams of 
subjects shall be kept within bounds, and when fanaticism 
ecomes mischievous, be will restrain its action to inoffen- 
sive measures, and compel all to live in peace witb his 
neighbour. All the horrible religious persecutions, the dis- 
grace of human nature, have occurred during the reign of 
bigots. The Atheist, by his wise management, would be 
able to avert the storms of fanaticism, without seeing the 
Slanghter of bis people. He would not persecute any for re- 
ligious opinion: civil disabilities would never be heard of: 
bor would the prisons be filled with victims of folly. 














426 THE REPUBLICAN. 


REFLECTIONS ON HORSEBACK. 
No. 5. 





THE soul jobbers, in one respect, always appears to be in a 
difficulty. How do they ascertain the properties of the 
soul in the idiot, the insane, or in those animals that approx- 
imate as near to the lower orders as those to the highest order 
of European man. {if the soul is the organ of sense, or if 
the intellectual faculty, the idiot or the insane cannot have 
asoul. If they have not a soul, the soul-mongers must de- 
cide that men are brutes, if withoutintellect. If they make 
the soul and intellect the same thing, they must oftentimes 
be in a dilemma; ‘ut the intellect is a matter of creation, 
and if the intellect and soul are the same thing, the soul 
must be created. If this were the case, infants have no 
soul, and when idiocy supervenes, the soul must either 
depart the body for hell, many years before death, or it must 
be something different from mind. What becomes of the 
soul, when the function of the mind is suspended by a 
fractured head, or Hydrocephalus, or during delirium. If 
mind and soul-are the same thing, the soul is material, or 
depends upon the organs of the head; and if it is material, 
it must have always existed ; and if it has always existed, it 
could not have been created in any given person ; and if itis 
matter it must always exist. It is different from mind; be- 
cause mind does not always exist, as there is nothing sepa- 
rate from matter, aud as mind is only the functicn of matter 
it will cease with the pectiliar couformation of matter that 
may now constitute the brain. Ifa black man has less !n- 
tellectual power than a white one, he must have a smaller 
soul, and even the white man, that has a great mind, must 
have a greater soul than the simpleton. I do not know 
whether theologists have reflected upon this; but if they had, 
[ suppose they would be too shrewd to divulge their opin- 
ions; they never circulate any thing likely to injure their 
trade in “ Loaves and Fishes.” _ It would be a ridiculous 
thing to send the soul to hell, if it was not accompanied by 
all those acute feelings, sensations, and reflections, that ac- 
company perfect health. Motion and matter accounts for 
all the phenomena that characterise the mind. What ap- 
pears tobe so obscure and unintelligible in the human mind 
admits of natural explanation. There are many things 1ues- 
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plicable in the present state of our knowledge; but there 
being so, proves nothing more than our iguorance, aud no 
doubt, many things will in time be explained and appear 
simple that are now abstruse and complex; there is no 
doubt but in making a speech, or in talking, the different 
organs of the Brain are put in motion, the same as the fingers 
are in playing a tune upon the flute, and that any organ of 
the Brain bas to perform a specific action. It can perform 
a particular part and although others may substitute its ac- 
tion, yet that can only be done with difficulty or fresh, or addi- 
tional instruction of the particular part, as we know the 
thumb and fingers of the right hand write rapidly, while 
those of the left, not at all, until they have undergone instruc- 
tion. Some ingenious anatomist may one day discover a 
mode of removing the skuil so as not to injure the functions 
of the brain, however difficult such a task may be, until 
itis performed, the evolutions of matter alluded to cannot 
bedemonstrated. ‘The mind is as mechanical as the band. 
Both are moved by those Jaws common to animal matter. 
The laws of animal matter,and those of vegetable and other 
matter are only different in consequence of their elementary 
agents. The same combinations in both produce similar 
effects in both. If the organization of the white man’s head 
is more perfect than that of the black man, greater in- 
tellectual improvements may be effected in one than in the 
other. And in instances of idiots and simple people, there 
iseither malformation of the head or organic disease. There 
isnot that arrangement, that tone, or elasticity, in one as in 
the other: but this may be known from analogy in the mo- 
tion of the feet or the hands; formation of the feet or the 
bands are cultivated and preserved by experience, such 
members as the hands and feet can do nothing but what 
they are taught, any-more than the brain, both are the crea- 
lures of experience. 1 have uot taken into account the dif- 
ference of organization, as the structure of the head or the 
feet enables one person to attain a greater degree of improve- 
mentthan another. ‘The most efficient organization, and 


the greatest effort to improve, can only arrive at the highest 
attainment. 
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Note.—The following is an unfinished chapter intended 
to have madea part of Elihu Palmer’s work entitled * The 
Political World’ and three chapters of which, were published 
in No. 18, Vol. 10 of the Republican. This unfintshed 
chapter was overlooked at the time of forwarding the others 
from New York. R.C 





CHAPTER. LV. 


Righis of Man, nature of human equality, different opinions upon 
this subject, cavelling objections of royalists answered. 





. 


Ir is difficult to survey the powers and properties of hu- 
mao nature, without perceiving a similarity and relation- 
ship, which defy the ingenuity of misanthropic sarcasm to 
refute. 

The opinions which have diffused themselves far and 
wide concerning the natural inequality of map have been 
mingled with a great deal of superstitiou, as well as error ; 
these opinions have béen associated with theological ideas 
aod have produced in the world a kiod of spiritual aristo- 
cracy. Some men have pretended to an iutercourse with 
the creator himself, and that a special relationship existed 
between them. This deception ofteu impressed upon the 
cominon people was at last converted into a reality, and 
believed to be a solemn truth by the great majority of both 
parties --by the usurpers of power and by the slaves sub- 
jected to their will. The antiquity and the currency of an 
opinion often confers upon it the character of truth, while, 
iu fact, it may be, in essence, an error of the most pernici- 
ous kind. The rights of buman existence are recognized 
over all the globe, by the power of human reason, where- 
ver this reason bas an uncontrouled and au unlimited 
operation. The opposers of human rights are generally 
those why mean to claim every thing for themselves and 
concede nothing to others. Some writers, however, have 
contended, that, there is no such thing as rights and that 
every thing should be resolved into duties; but this appears 
to be an unfounded distiaction ; for rights imply duties and 
duties necessarily inclade the idea of rights. Their exis- 
teuce is reciprocally connected, and it is impossible to de- 
stroy tbe one without destroying the other. Man naturally 
possesses av unqualified right to his own existence ; but this 
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right will be modified by his social relations and the obligatious 
imposed upon him by the equitable institutions of society. 
To say thata man has no rights is to affirm at once that he 
is nota man—that he is not a reasonable being ; in short, 
that he has no life, no faculties, no capacities of pleasure or 

ip. Every individual man must either belong to himself, 
or he must belong to another to another he cannot belong ; 
for the admission of this idea would generate solecism, 
absurdity, and contradiction. The same arguments that 
would prove that any given individual of the same species 
belonged to auy other individual would prove equally that 
the second belonged to the first, and thus there would be 
two masters and two slaves. It is impossible to point out 
innature any being that can show any just title to the life or 
faculties of any other intelligeut being: there is no source 
from whence such title can be derived. Earth has none; 
for, among beings similar in their functions and their wants, 
pature has furnished no marks of preference by which to de- 
signate the master from theslave ; the title caunot be derived 
from heaven, for there is no intercourse between the two 
countries. Those who advocate the doctrine that there is 
one class of mankind which possesses the exclusive right of 
governing, and that there is another class which ought to be 
subjected to the will of the first, must bring forward the 
proofs of their opinions and demonstrate by what authority 
they attempt to controul the life, liberty, property, and hap- 
piness, of a fellow being. The force of opinion has nothing 
todo with this subject, it rests upon physical and moral 
facts: it depends upon the reciprocated relations of all the 
individuals belonging to the same species. National preju- 
dice, under the in:pulsive direction of political and theolo- 
gical codes, bas reciprocated the spirit of proscription and 
partially destroyed the philanthropy of the world. The 
English bated the French, and the French returned the re-® 
criminative compliment ; the Germans holding a central po- 
sition in Europe partially calumuiated the exteriors of that 
part of the globe; while their antagonists, no less zealous of 
their nations and peculiarities, ventured, with asperity, to re- 
verberate their unjust and unreasonable sentiments. The pro- 
minent sectarians of the world, upon the subject of religion, 
duathematised each other, and reciprocally refused the right 
of opinion to their oppon ents ; the Christian denounced the 
God metan as a heretic unworthy the protection of either 
bol Orman; the Mahometan appeals to the Koran and the 

Y prophet, and proves, at least, in bis own estimation, 
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that, the whole christian world is in a state of awful infideli- 
ty and merits the immediate condemnation of the followers 
of mabomet and the divinity whom they adore. Among 
all the subordinate sectaries of these grand theological di- 
visions, the same acrimonious and recrimiuating tem pera- 
ment obtains; I havea right to my opinion, but you are pot 
entitled to an equal right in regard to yours; | have disco- 
vered truth, but you are in error; the divinity will guaran- 
tee our opinions and destroy those of an opposite character 
and tendency; we possess exclusive priviledges, but you 
belong to a forlorn and condemned phalanx, destitute of all 
rights and meriting the bigh execration of the privileged 
class in every part of the world. 

It is thus, that the folly and the prejudices of nations, it is 
thus that the rancourous animosities of mankind, will make 
war upon the best interests of the species, upon reason, truth, 
and human happiness. ‘There cannot be in naturea plainer 
truth than this, that all mankind are entitled to equal rights; 
they are entitled to an equal and just protection of their lives, 
their liberty, their property, and the means of procuriug 
human felicity. 

Erroneous and destructive opinions, however, have been 
advanced upon the natural equality of man; it is, therefore, 
time to examine the character of this equality. 





RED JACKET THE INDIAN CHIEF. 





THe readers of the Republican have been treated with 
- two or three speeches of this celebrated savage, as the more 
savage Christians would call him, and it is with pleasure 
that lL now exhibit tha effect of those speeches in expelling 
the Christian Priests from his neighbourhood and bis fears 
that they will be allowed to return. 

The following petition is copied from the New York 
Statesman, for Monday February 21, 1325. 





FROM ONE OF THE EDITORS. 


Albany, February 16, 1829. 

Sons of the Forest—Mr. Filmore presented this morn1ng 
the following petition from the Seneca Indians, which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian A fairs. 
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To the Governor of the Council fire at Albany. 


BroTHER—A bout three years ago, our friends of the great 
Council Fire at Albany, wrote down in their book, that the 
siests of the white people should no longer resice on our 
lands, and told their officers to move them off whenever we 
complained. This was to us good news, and made our bearts 
glad; these priests had a long time troubled us and made 
ys bad friends and bad neighbours. After much difficulty, 
we removed them from our lauds, and for a short time have 
been quiet, and our minds easy. But we are now told that the 
fiests have asked liberty to return; and that our friends 
of the great Council Fire are about to blot from their book 
the law which they made, aud leave their poor red breth- 
fen once more a prey to hungry priests, Brother, listen to 
what we say! These men do-us no good. They deceive 
every body ; they deny the Great Spirit, which we and our 
fathers before us have looked upon as our Creator. They 
distarb us in our worship ; tell our children they must not 
believe like our fathers and mothers, and that if they do 
they will be burned for ever in a great lake. They tell us 
many things which we do not understand and cannot be- 
lieve. They tell us we must be. like the white people; 
but they are lazy and won't work, nor do they teach our 
young mento do so. ‘The habits of our women are worse 
than they were before these men came among us, and our 
young men drink more whiskey. We are willing to be 
faught to read and write, and work, but not by people who 
have done us so much injury. Brother, we wish you to lay be- 
fore'the Council Fire, the wishes of your red brethren. We 
ask our brothers not to blot out the law which has made us 
peaceable and happy, and not to force a strange religion 
upon'us. We ask to be let alone, and like the white people 
ae the Great-Spirit-as we think it best We shall 
be happy in filling the little space in life which is left 

us, and shall go down to our fathers in peace. 
Signed b Red Jacket, Green Blanket, Big Kettle, Ro- 
Bob, Twenty Canoes Ist, Twenty Canoes 2nd, Capt. 
Wane Two Guns, Doxtator, Bare foot, Broad Head, Chief 
Baer’ Black Chief, Corn Planter, Elk Hunter, Bear 
nter, Fish Hook, John Sky, Bine Sky, Hot Bread, Black 
ake, and several others. 
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MR. RICHARD CARLILE. 





You kave so ably exposed the imposition practised on man- 
kind, by the pretended “ Jewish nation before the Babylo- 
nian Colonization,” ( Vide your No.8, Vol Y, vide 17, Voi 10) 
that I offer the following data with deference and doubt 
whether my additional authorities are worthy of your enligh- 
tened readers, — 

The burthen of this letter will however again urge critics 
to enquire, whether any thing like a zation of Jews ever ex- 
isted before the colony established under the Babylonian 
dominion. I shall first quote Pomponius Mela. He says 
** Syria late litora tenet, lterras etiam latius introrsus, alius 
aliusque nuncupaler numinibus nam et coese dicilur, Meso- 
potamia, et Lamascene et Adiabene, et Babylonia, ed Ju- 
dea, et Commagene. Hic Palestine est, gue tengit Ara- 
bas, tum Phoenice, et ubi se cilicice committit, Antiochia, 
olimac diu potens, sed cum eam regno semiramis tenuit, 
longe potentisima.” L. 1. Ch. II. 

Hence we see, what an extensive country was comprised 
under the appellation of Syria; and which, having no ua- 
tural divisions must always have been one kiugdom or 
province, as at this day; unless, perhaps, for very short 
periods. And again, Ch. ii, v. 59 ** super sinum Arabicum 
Badylonii.” i. e. Babylonians north of the Red Sea, under 
which appellation of Syrians and Babylonians, the inbabi- 
tants of Judea are in both passages .comprebended, in like 
manner as those of Wales or Cornwall would be when we 
say Englishmen. : , 

{f Judea then, was an independent state in the time of this 
writer (Mela was somewhat senior to the pretended Histo- 
rian Josephus)—is it possible he could have twice commit- 
ted so great a mistake as to make it only a province of Sy- 
ria, ot Babylonia; though the turbulence of its i:.habitants 
(we are gravely told) made it a continual object of atten- 
tion to Imperial Rome, and consequently must have attract- 
ed universal notice, and therefore G. Mela could not have 
been ignorant of it? May we not then, CONFIDENTLY AF- 
FIRM THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE ANY INDEPENDENT NATION 
OF JEWS EVEREXISTED? And thatthe present jtinerant race 


are, as from their original descent, merely the remains of 


wild and scattered Arabs, and other Eastern Barbarians: 
and so are the ragamuffins called Gipsies. 
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But the historian Josephus is quoted. It was not difficult 
for the Holy Fathers of the 2d or 4th centuries to find such 
mighty Generals. Although his pretended work is now ge- 
setally admitted by the learned to be fabulous, or at best 
strangely interpolated (the allusion to Jesus especially) yet, 
what reflecting person whose prejudices have not paralized 
his reason can give credit to an historian—a General too, 
who relates that the Romans at the siege of Massada, raised 
an agger’'200 cubits high; upon which was built on Sug- 

tum, or cube with great stones 50 cubits every way: 
and that upon this, they erected a moveable tower 60 cubits 
high. “The height of the whole building, of course, was 310 
cubits, or 466 feet, not a vestige however, of which now re- 
mains? Josephus too, was an eye witness ! 

There will nevertheless, be stout opinions in favour of the 
existence of this renowned and pretended nation: as if its 
non-existence were not more credible than that of the Exo- 
dus from Egy pt, to the amount of two millions—their pas- 
sage through the Red Sea—such a multitude subsisting in 
the desert between Egypt and Arabia Petra—tbeir sojourn 
40 years in the wilderness—their fording dry shod the deep 
and rapid Jordan—the Supreme separating its waters during 
the passage of this immense multitude,—the walls of Jericho 
falling of themselves—the merciless slaying of almost all the 
inhabitants by the express order of an infinitely benevolentand 
omaipotent deity !—with a long train of impious or un- 
natural events, and it will be found of the two hypotheses, 
that the non-existence of this nation of Jews, is the least 
didicult to defend. 

Nor, would this imposition, 8 NATION OF JEWS, be a soli- 
lary deception on mankind: the Phenecians—the Batavi- 
ais, Helvetii, Galatians, Médes, Parthians or Chaldens, it 
might readily ‘be shewn, never existed ‘as NATIONS, and 
scarcelyas PROVINCES. — . _ Re 
; Steat carrying away of the Jews to the amount of 
"O-millions, after the pretended sacking of Jerusalem, 
may be brought forward as another argument against “ this 

ty nation of Jews.” 
the na’ amongst others; Major Rennell, who had traversed 
in rout, states that not one tenth part could have subsisted 
such a desert country as between Judea and Babylon: 
a8 to the language being lost in 70 years, have the 

“ricans North or South—the East Indian or African 
amelie their native or European tongnes in 200 years? 


No, ve ae was the popular language of Sy- 
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ria or of little Judea: because, along with the sanscri the 
Greek, and Latin, they were all regular and artificial] len- 
guages ONLY, never vernacular ones—but invented by 
Priests, or Rabbins, or Bramins in order to retain pre-emi- 
nence, property and power from the deluded mass of map- 
kind in those early and dark ages' 

A volume, on the same subject, could be readily advanced 
aud many a grave authority :—1 shall not, however, further 
fatigue you; because [ am aware of the novelty of the dis. 
cussion, and of the dread of sacred investigation: yet, itis 
rational that [ should be anxious to see such singular data 
and inferences, refuted or corroborated by the literati. 

I am Your very humble Servant, 
S. FERRAND WADDINGTON, 

London, March 31, 1825. 








TO MR. RICHARD CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, Glasgow, March 30, 1825. 
You will herewith receive the Sum of £2. 9s. from a few 
of your Friends in Glasgow and its vicinity to assist you in 
bearing up against your and their Enemies, in the cause of 
Truth and Justice, they are sorry it is not in their power to 
contribute more largely, 


Yours Sincerely, 
GAVIN PARK. 


James Henry Simson 106 F. 40 
Gavin Park 26 George Napier 10 
Alexander Johnson 26 David Forsyth 10 
Robert M‘Kenzie 1 0 James Blair 10 
T. A. a friend of Free dis- Robert Lightbody 10 
Aloxandes Campbell : 6 Subscription from re 
Samuel Hassel Beatty 20 W. Gordon 13 
Campbell Lawrie 10 J.A. 5. 
John White 10 Israel Cumming 13 
James Walker 1 0 Thomas Young 09 
W. Reid Materialist, Pol- William Grieves 00 
lockshaws 1 0. Thomas Boyd 06 
John Machlachlan ~ 20 Jmes Ralston 03 
James Bruce 16 John Maclean 6 
W. Simpson 16 ’ 


J. Marshall 
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TO MR. GAVIN PARK, GLASGOW. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, April 4, 1825. 
| rETURN my thanks through you to the Glasgow Sub- 
scribers for this continued subscription aud exiort you to 

verauce. The question of free discussion cannot be si- 
lenced, but in its existence being proclaimed asa law from the 
legislature. ‘Then, and then ouly will it be silenced. Such 
a proclamation or such a law would remove a thousend 
murmuriogs and jarring interests that now exist, and give 
something like real nobility to every inquisitive mind in 
the Island. ‘The question of free discussion is a question of 
universal nobility. It isall of equality that any man has a 
right to contend for, as it would soon remove all unjust 
barthens from the people of any country. 

I have received, with this communication, the copy of a 
petition from Glasgow, for free discussion, but nothing said 
about it. Itisof last year’s date; but I have no recollection 
that it was presented to the House of Commons. I should 
like it to be sent up this year; but let me advise you not to 
send it for presentation to any of those things that are 
called Whig or Opposition Members: send it to some sup- 
porter of things as they are, who will present it, and man- 
fully say, that he does not support its prayer. A bad advo- 
cale is worse than none: a hypocritical friend, or a hypo- 
crite that pretends friendship, is far more injurious to ones 
interest, than an open honourable enemy. I have repeatedly 
stated it as my opinion, that there has never yet been an 
honest reformer in the House of Commons. | still entertain 
the same opinion, and never for a moment have | changed it. 

€ is not a man of them, that I will again put pen 
lopaper for. I felt this as a duty last year ; but yielded to 
persuasion of a good friend for once, and have reaped re- 
from it, 
Respectfully Yours, 


R. CARLILE. 
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MR. CARLILE, DORCHESTER GAOL. 





Sir, Nottingham, March 30, 1895. 
INCLOSED is the sum of £1. 7s. 6d. collected from a few 
friends that attend the News Room at the Sir Isaac Newton’s 
Head, of which they beg your acceptance, as a token of 
their approval of your undaunted courage and perseverance 
in combating bigotry and superstition, in spite of all the per- 
secutions and plunderings that they have been able to hea 
upon you. They wonder, that you have not fallen a 
victim, under the hands of your enemies; they know that it 
is not the benefit of mankind that they are promoting, but 
their own sordid gain, to keep mankind in ignorance. 

Hoping you may enjoy a good state of health, while 
under the hands of your tyrant’s and mankind’s oppressors. 


In behalf of the Subscribers, 
Yours, very respectfully, 
MOSES COLCLOUGH. 


Collections at one penny per week 1 7 0 

John Bradshaw, who considers that a spirit 
(nothing) bas no power, therefore, towards the 
destruction of the fear of nothing, subscribes 0 0 6 





TO MR. MOSES COLCLOUGH, NOTTINGHAM. 





Sir, Dorchester Gaol, April 5, 1820. 
I THANK you and your fellow subscribers of Notting- 
ham, for your weekly pennies; and, had I a prospect 
of alarming old Eldon and Co. with a penny subscrip- 
tion, as Mr. OConnel has done in Ireland on the part 
of the Catholics, I would strenuously recommend it. lt 
happens, that we have no Priests to look after the pennies 
of the Zeroterians, and thus we have not the same chain 
of union, I may say, constrained union; but this I know, 
that Catholic Emancipation is idiotey compared with the 
question of mental emancipation or free discussion. It 
is quite painful to me to see so many men labouring for 
what is called Catholic Emancipation, a very trifle when 
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gained, and @ trifling in gaining it, when the question of free 
discussion would settle that and every other emancipation. 
ln my view it isa mere throwing of a tub to the whale, to 
see the Aristocrats so deeply interested in this matter. Were 
it really serious and valuable when gained, they would not 
meddie with it. 

Respectfully, 


R. CARLILE. 








° 
A CALL TO UNBELIEVERS. 





RewiGion and politics now occupy all Europe; no man 
ought to fall back or stand neuter; the cause of universal 
man is now agiated in the cabinet, at the bar, the pulpit, the 
snateand the throne. ‘The firstarticle in the Athenian code 
ofsolon was: That no citizen should refuse his vole for or 
against any question in public debate, on pain of confisca- 
tion of property and expulsion from the state. ‘This wemay 
ealla truly democratical law, and ought to be adopted by 
every community; though some of them sbeuld sign the 
shell. Iam happy to’see, that the real friends of mankind 
areincreasing. And it behoves them’to be bold, steady and 
alert. Their foesare many aud the common danger which 
threathens their idols, creeds, doctrines, and emoluments, 
will cause a novel scene to take place amongst them; I 
meanan union of the sectarians with their Old Mother, the 
Church, against their grand enemy the Materialists. Of all 
religions in England, that of the Roman Catholic is most to 
be dreaded. As being~ the oldest, the most insinuating, 
persevering and corrupt; the most superstitious, bigoted 
and intolerant. This bas been for some time’ considered as 
avanquished enemy: it’s rage for proselytism baving sub- 
considerably. since the general massacre of Saint 
artholemew. { only wonder at the forbearance of man- 
‘permitting, not to:'say countenuncing, such a dan- 
serous, treacherous, tremendous church to exist; ber holy 
‘and able advocates, with their jesuitical impudence 

‘Slate arguments are standing forth again, aud will, in a 
very short time; make a formidable appearance. For the 
‘Teasons: Ist; ‘Their natural desire to restore their 
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church to it’s former grandeur and consequence: its power- 
ful influence on man, and, consequently, asserting a controu! 
and superior authority over all others: this principle they 
candid!y confess. 2nd. They will never scruple to adopt ail 
modes and use every epedient to re-establish their power, 
and we know from sad experience, that they have no qualms 
either of conscience or of honour, and some of their new 
friends are as little subject to such ruffles, as the fleetest 
Jesuit that ever ran bare foot since the days of Ignatius 
Loyola. 3rd. The vigilant look out on the catholics is 
much abated, by the losses, crosses and humiliations they 
have recently suffered, and by the established protestant 
church looking upon them with less fear, anger and suspicion, 
than it used to do; as it’s priests, now, have more dread of 
the spreading influence of the materialists and free discussion. 
Ath The indifference of the Materialists to all sects or reli- 
gions, their classing all alike, and, by so doing, uniting all 
against them; which must tend to prolong human misery 
and slavery and retard the progress of mind or intellect and 
only fill the jails with good men and highly refined moral 
characters, during a longer period. I readily admit, tbatall 
superstitions are bad and highly detrimental to bumanity ; 
that their business is to degrade man, to es'ablish and sup- 
port ignorance, to strengthen pride on one side and to beget 
and foster meanness on the other ; but, of all the superstitions 
in Europe, the Roman Catholic is the worst, and ought to 
be guarded against with the utmost diligence, activity and 
persevereance, as the grand masterpiece of human iniquity. 
All others to this are a mere trifling. Here is tbe finished 
chain of mental and corporeal mancipation. On this ter- 
rible church, keep a vigilant and ever wakeful eye. The 
others may shew their dislikes, they may openly rail aud 
consign, by devout and pious: prayer, the Atheist to their 
imaginary bell, and pray to God to send him to the Devil 
eternally ; but the deep, treacherous catholic will entertain, 
in silence and secrecy, the most rancourous hatred and im- 
placable vengeance, and brood over the most distant prospect 
of bis total destruction. The Catholics are now beginning 


to crawl forward and like the hissing snake are spreading — 


their venom before them. Witness the catholic publications 
of the present day. Read their Catholic vindicator, and 
their superlatively impudent review of Fox's book of marty's. 
These not only tend to promote superstition ; but to establish 
fraud on the ruins of truth. ‘Tbe materialist scorns to take 
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any part.in the disgusting, miserable controversy ; fully con- 
yinced of the falsehood and turpitude of all, he despises the 
man who can side with either, but must look on the man, 
however able or powerful an advocate, who for the sake of 

aiary gain, throws his pen into the scale against gold, as 
the Goth did his sword in the Roman Forum. The mate- 
sialist ean smile at the delinquency of the one and the ab- 
surdity of the other; but he should be aware, at the same 
time, of their treachery and joint endeavours to deprive 
him, not of heaven only, but of earth. Let the materialist 
keep a steady eye on all the tribes of christianity; but 
chiefly on the designing catholic. Let us not for a moment 
lose sight of a eae en the Irish murders, and 
the massacre of Saint Bartholemew. 

There is full as much philosophy and forbearance amongst 
us as is necessary, and not so much cheerful and sanguine 
expectation and hope as ought to be. I have heard several 
say, that they expect deism and materialism to prevail in 
the end: but they look forward to a distant period for 
thisconsummation. Why so, letme ask? Because power, 
ignorance and stupid numbers are against us. I confess 
myself more sanguine in my thoughts, more ardent in my ex- 
pectations, and more elevated in hope; I see nothing in it to 
extend our slavery to a remote period, nor to lead to any 
faroff point of time All that is wanted is, a majority or 
even equal numbers and these will soon be obtained. We 
are not so far behind even now, and if we take into the 
account the weight of truth and the worth of virtue, we are 
more than a match for the depraved legions of christianity. 
But then, our candour makes us to confess, that the parson- 
magistrates, soldiers, musquets and bayouets, jails and 
clergy, are fearful odds. One thing even then is only neces- 
sary:—let us but vanquish fear-and all will soon terminate 
— But this must and may be done with 

ce aud caution: let tis be wise and harmless, like 

ood men, giving offence to none, and, by integrity and 
a Virtue, extort respect from even our enemies! But 
be Idolators have the advantage of usin one respect, in one 
Brand point; all national and sunday schools, those perni- 
“ous institutions, are against us. Amongst the other non- 
sense and slavish principles which they instill into our youug 
wues; they inculcate that of hating, despising and pitying 
it parents, and teach them to respect the vilest knaves in 

. The tenets which constitute the priacipal part of 
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the holy christian doctrine, are to worship priests, Kings, 
and mea in power, sinking their young minds below the 
- brute and, instead of rational, rendering them unreasonable 
creatures, making them unfit, or unworthy, to live, yet, 
afraid to die. Whence proceeds this? I am told, from the 
poverty of the parents, who are unable to pay for the 
instruction or education of their children. Then, | insist, 
that itis better to let them remain in native ignorance! But 
I will not have it so! Educated the youths shall be. Why 
not set up a school or schools to teach the pure morality of 
the materialist ? Give them natural history for religion, sci- 
ence for sermons, Euclid instead of the Bible, and the Laws 
of Great Nature for a catechism. See, with what persever- 
ing assiduity the designing hypocritical knaves try to invei- 
gle the young into their horrid seminaries of vice and 
prostitution of intellect. Then, to beud or warp the young 
mind by flagellation, prayer aud psalm singing, to lead them 
to the dreary paths of mental derogation, to bewilder them 
in superstition, the true ingredients to make up the horrid de- 
grading compound of fanatic and slave. Do the sheep send 
their young to be suckled by the wolf? Why send our 
children to learn doctrines which we despise, and to imbibe 
principles which we detest? Again, 1 say, Materialisis 
edacate your children yourselves! Never permit them to en- 
ter a christian church or schoolhouse door! Permit no dog- 
matic impostor to derange your children’s intellect and 
prepare their young necks for the yoke of despotism. Teach 
them to hate oppressions, to respect virtue, to live independant, 
or to die like men, and learn them to prefer poverty to dis- 
heaawr, to cherish life aud health as a good, and to smile at 
eath. 

This can. be done without schools, which, at once display, 
the wretched slavery of the parent, and prepare bis offspring 
to inherit infamy, bondage and disgrace. I say opeuly, Fe 
nounce the dogmas of the wicked artful priest, and bis U0- 
principled pander of a religious schoolmaster. 

Materialists! let no energy within you lie dormant; break 
the bond of alliance with Christian miscreants, mix not 1D 
their pernicious society; proudly pay the tax of tythes lora 
few short years longer. But prophane not your children 
with their insipid baptism, nor permit your young ones to 
learn their degrading catechism. Every one Is contented 
with seeing this day at a future time, | am not. W by not 
begin uow? are. we ashamed. of the truth we profess? Are 




















THE REPUBLICAN. 441 


we afraid to. acknowledge the principles which we cherish ? 
are waiting for an example to do good? Why not begin 
now? One, two, or three boldly advance, as our motives 
are the best, no harm can accrue, and many will follow the 
example, who now silently approve of the precept. And 
such should be the morality of our school, the delicacy of 
our sentiments; the beauty of our virtue, as to make un- 
blushing stupid Christians ashamed of themselves, and, in se- 
cret, desire to become partakers of our institutions. Mate- 
rialists! remember the press teems with monthly, weekly, 
and daily trash, sold for the purpose of upholding fraud and 
falsehood, and beside, what is sold, thousands of tracts are 
given away; these, too, are all calculated by designing 
knaves to suit the understandings of the uninformed, the cre- 
dalous and the ignorant. Not with a view to enlighten 
their darkness, to open their minds, to give them a taste for 
knowledge and improvement; but to confirm them in error, 
to plunge them in rayless night, to overwhelm them in mor- 
bid superstition, to wrap them in endless doubt and uncer- 
tainty, to degrade their intellects, to decompose their reason, 
and to render them for ever incapable of rising above the 
degree of brutalized slaves. 


_ Consider the hundreds and thousands of churches, cha- 


pelsand meeting houses, erected for the promulgation of lies, 
toconfound all truth, for the uttering of nonsense with Je- 
suitical impudence and effrontery ; for the obscuring and de- 
grading of reason, for keeping society bewildered in the per- 
plexing mazes of priestcraft. Let us prepare our fortitude 
and resolution against the time when the sword shall be 
drawn against us, and the scabbard thrown away. When 
our tevets will be put to the sublime test of martyrdom. 1 
have no doubt, but we have many who will do honour to the 
sentiments we express and the principles we embrace. That 
this day will soon arrive, I make no doubt, and if the Ca- 
tholic bil] passes, and any kind of acoalition takes place be- 
tween the Protestants, Methodists, and Catholics, which, as 


things are, is not unlikely; for it is no longer religiou but 
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power and tythes that they mean, then look out, the red 
arm of church fury will be bared, and in the name of their 
merciful God, we shall see them breathing slaughter and 
blood for the love of the Lord Jesus and tythes. 


SHEBAGO, 








ADDRESS 


Spoken at the Glasgow Anniversary of the Birth of Thomas 
Paine.—1825. 


BY WILLIAM REID. 





Mr. PRESIDENT, 
[ THINK we may jusily consider Thomas Paine as the true 
Saviour of mankind. We have heard a great deal about 
the benevolence of the Christian Saviour, who employed 
himself in curing cripples and blind beggars, in creating big 
loaves to feed his lazy followers, and in devouring other 
people’s swine. But the genius of Paine could not stoop to 
such low pursuits. His life was spent in endeavouring to 
promote the best interests of mankind. ~ His benevolence was 
not confined to any particular country ; but extended to the 
whole buman race. Whether we contemplate him in Eng- 
land, in France, or in America, he still shines conspicuous, 
as a generous philantrophist labouring earnestly for the 
welfare of his fellow creatures. 

He beseiged the strong holds of tyranny and made the 
citadel of superstition to totter on its rotten foundation. He 
bas emancipated many a poor trembling Christian from the 
slavish yoke of priestcraft, and myself among the rest. I 
will now give you some account of my escape from the 
** powers of darkness.” 

The popular doctrines of predestination and original sin, 
were crammed into me in my early years; but when | 

















THE REPUBLICAN 443 


arrived at manhood, my mind began to revolt at those hor- 
rid dogmas. When | began to express my doubts, 1 was 
told that these were the doctrines of the Bible, which I must 
believe, or I could not be saved. I pow saw, that if 1 did 
believe such barbarous doctrines, I should at the same time be 
forced to believe that Jehovah wasa most cruel, partial, and 
unreasonable tyrant. Whenl consulted my own feelings, 
[ found it impossible for me to love such a God. Here I 
found myself liable to damnation, because I could not love 
him. I tried to stifle the voice of reasou and common sense, 
that 1 might be able to bolt Calvinism by the lump, as the 
whale swallowed Jonah; but ‘‘ carnal reason” would nut 
submit. I was now, as it were, surrounded by bell on every 
side, and afraid either to believe or to disbelieve any thing 
for fear of falling into it. I was constantly afraid that my 
want of faith might kindle the fierce anger of that God, who 
is so very merciful, that he ‘* blinds men’s eyes and hardens 
their hearts, lest they might be converted and saved.” 

While my mind was inthis wretched state, | recollected, that 
in the Bible Jehovah promises to answer and deliver those 
who call on him in the day of trouble or adversity. Rely- 
ing on this flattering promise, I often went out in the even- 
ing tosome lonely place, where I prayed most fervently, 
that he would dispel those doubts and fears which made me 
80 uuhappy, and enable me to believe what was most agree- 
able to himself. But he never coudescended to give me an 
answer. I suppose he did not hear me, as he is now very 
old, and, in all probability, dull of-hearing. Perhaps, he 
has sent me a strong delusion that I might believe a lie, that 
I might be damned for not believing the truth. But to come 
fothe point. After reading many volumes of religious con- 
lroversy, after investigating the dogmas of every seci, from 
the furious Calvinist down to the more rational Unitarian, 
and findiug them all absurd and contradictory, | began, at 
last, to doubt the divine origin of Christianity. But I darst 
hot yet venture to think for myself, as the soul-savers had 

Often told me that human reason was a very carnal, corrupt, 
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and damnable thing, which would certainly lead me astray. 
Under this impression, I continued for some time to doubt 
tremble, and believe alternately. At length, the « Age of 
Reason” came in my way, I need scarcely mention the re- 
sult. That enormous mass of fable and superstition which 
had kept me in continual terror for upwards of three years, 
was soon brushed from my mind like misty vapours by the 
noon day sun. 

Christians have always represented their deity as a being 
of infinite power, wisdom, justice, mercy, and goodness; 
filling every part of space with his presence, and, and fore- 
seeing every event that can possibly happen. Let us en- 
quire what use he has made of his mighty talents. He 
ushers Christianity into the world as the harbinger of peace 
on earth and good will to mav. But what has it produced ? 
nothing but disputes, wars, persecutions, and murders, 
among the different sects. How did this bappen? Why, 
because -the revealed word of this perfect God was so im- 
perfect, that scarcely two could uuderstand it alike. | 
would ask the Christian, why Jehovah did not reveal his 
dogmas in terms which all men would have understood ? 
What was he about when Christians began tu quarrel among 
themselves about the true meaning of his holy word? In- 
stead of allowing them to cut each others throats, he should 
have’made them all of one opinion, seeing he is so good and 
merciful. Why did he'suffer his favourite saints to be stoned 
to death, sawn asunder and roasted alive? He might have 
prevented all this by dealing out a little of his converting 
grace to their persecutors. What was he doing when the 
religious zeal of the Crusaders converted Palestine into a 
land flowing with blood, instead of milk and honey? Had 
he no love for his ancient residence, where he was once 
snugly lodged in an old chest, and his mighty nostrils daily 
regaled with burnt offerings and savoury smells? Why did 
he not by some grand display of his perfections convert the 
unbelieving Saraceus to Christianity, aud thus save their 
souls‘from bell, and their/bodies from the devouring sword 
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of the invaders? Ifhe is every where present, he would 
certainly be in France during the religious wars of the Ca- 
tholics and Hugonots ; why did his infinite goodness not move 
him to quench the exterminating zeal of those fanatics? He 
might have appeared in the clouds with great power and 
glory and taught them the genuine doctrines of Christianity 
from his own mouth. Surely his all powerful grace exerted 
in this manner would have converted them all to the true 
faith. Why is he reduced to the hard necesssty of begging 
weekly pennies from his poor saints to support Bible So- 
cieties ? He might easily create Bibles or make them grow 
out of the earth like mushrooms, seeing he can make worlds 
and suns out of nothing. We are told that he wishes all 
mento be saved. ‘Then why does he not, by a copious 
effusion of his saving and irresistable grace, convert every 
human being the Christian faith? What reason will the 
Christian priest give for the cruel indifference of his benevo- 
leat God in these cases? He will turn up the white of his 
eyes, and with a gloomy countenance tell us that it is awful 

presumption thus to arraign the great Jehovah at the bar 

of “carnal reason,” or say unto him, ‘ what doest thou ?” 

that his ways are far above our ways, and his thoughts above 

our thoughts, and that it is owing to his infinite mercy, that 

he does not strike us dead on the spot and hurry us into hell 

for such horrid impiety. ‘Truly this Christian God is a very 

odd fish ! 

Some Calvinistic divines have affirmed, that scarcely one 
of a'thousand will be’ saved, the elect are so few in number. 
Letus try what we can make of this. The total num- 
ber of human beings on this earth, is commonly estimated 
atone thousand millions, consequently, after deducting one 
million to inhabit the « many mansions,” we have nine bun- 
dred and ninety nine millions left whom God in his infinite 
mercy hath predestinated to damnation. It has been ascer- 
tained from the mortality bills of different countries, that the 
average length of human life does not exceed thirty-three 
years. Now, at this rate, notwithstanding the great exer- 
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tions of Bible and Missionariy societies, notwithstanding the 
immense sums taken yearly to support the gospel—which is, 
after all, “ without money and without price,” notwithstand- 
ing that the blood of Christ is such a precious article, that 
one drop thereof is sufficient to redeem millions of worlds, 
I say, notwithstanding all these advantages, there are 82— 
938 immortal souls tumbling into hell every twenty-four 
hours!!! Now, my friends, bear in mind, that the Chris- 
tian God is now sitting aloft surrounded by his flatterers 
and psalm singers, with all these souls passing into hell, one 
by one, before his all-seeing eye. Consider also, that he is 
able, in one moment, to save them from the dreadful tor- 
_ments of that place, and to convert them into fit subjects for 
his celestial kingdom ; yet he will not. After this, you will 
be ready to conclude, that bis mercy is like himself quite in- 
comprehensible. 

As the earth is more populous now than it was a few 
centuries back, I consider, that the average population from 
the supposed birth of Christ to the end of the year 1824 may 
be at least 500 millions. Now, if we allow thirty-three years 
to a generation, the total number of human beings who have 
existed during these 1824 years will be 27,636,363,635. Out 
of these, Jehovah has chosen 27,636,363, to sing hallelu- 
jabs in his new Jerusalem. The remainder amounting to 
27,608,727,272, he has graciously consigned to eternal tor- 
ments, “ for his mercy endureth for ever!” Figure to your- 
selves this immense multitude, about twenty eight times the 
present population of our earth, roaring, yelling, and clank- 
ing their red hot chains under the most excruciating tortures, 
and you will then have very sublime ideas of the Christian 
deity. 

This merciful God of the Christians has always acted 
contrary to all our ideas of goodness and mercy. He sets a 
snare for the first pair of human beings, into which he fore- 
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saw and fore-ordained they should fall. For this stupid 
blunder of an all-wise God, his infinite justice consigns the 
greater part of their posterity to never ending misery. He 
drowns all mankind for their wickedness, although he could 
have changed all their hearts in an instant by one touch of 
his all-powerful grace. Instead of infusing this wonderful 
grace into Pharoab, as he ought to have done, he hardens 
his heart, that he may have the pleasure of drowning him 
and hisarmy in the Red Sea. His favourite people were 
the most ferocious and bloody monsters that ever existed, 
whom he ordered to exterminate all their neighbours. In 
obedience to his merciful commands: 


“ They rush’d to war, tore from the mother’s womb 
The unborn child. Old age and infancy 
Promiscuous perished. Their victorious arms 

Left not a soul to breathe.” 
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NOTICE. 





R. CaR.ive being about to make an exposure of Free Ma- 
sonry, and wishing to do it in the most complete manner, 
will thank any friend for what he can and will say for and 
against it. 
« 
The question WHAT IS LOVE? jintended for this No. of 


The Republican, being calculated to fill it, is deferred a 
fortnight, through the necessity of working up some small 
things that have intervened, and more particularly, as it was 
my intention to animadvert immediately on Mr. Hume’s 
mode of presenting my two last ‘petitions to the House of 
Commons, which I am also obliged ’to-defer one week, as [ 
wait an answer to a letter sent to- the Visiting Magistrates 


of this Gaol. . 
- R. C. 
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